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A nurse’s perspective
By Janice Klumpp (volunteer nurse)
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Since the age of 5 I knew I wanted to be a nurse, and for the last 43 years, I’ve had many wonderful
opportunities to work in this capacity: in hospitals, schools, the Red Cross and as a teacher. As the end
of my formal work career drew closer, God put on my heart a strong desire to use these skills beyond
the arena of formal employment, and so I began to pray that He might open “new doors”. In October of
2014, as I shared breakfast with an old friend who had been my nursing supervisor years before, a door
seemed to open and I walked through.
Flash forward to March 5, 2015, I boarded a plane headed to Km 8 in Peru, South America, sitting next to
Dr. Guillermo Gow-Lee of Battle Ground, Wash., the founder of the AMOR Projects. I’d met Dr. Gow-Lee
and his wife, heard the story of their first mission journey to the Amazon, learned about its goal, and
caught the fire of enthusiasm from Mindy Thygeson, a delightful young woman and fellow RN who had
been to Peru twice and couldn’t wait to go back. I had been told that there would be a group of college
students interested in possibly pursuing careers in the medical/dental fields on this mission, and
although I knew I was exactly where God wanted me to be, I had absolutely no idea in what ways I might
be used.
On the flight to Peru, Dr. Gow-Lee asked if I might be interested in doing some teaching of some basic
nursing skills to the students. I had to smile for God knows how much I love to teach. And so my
wonderful journey and the answers to all those years of prayers began to unfold. What else did God let
me do/see? I met 23 of the most amazing young people; worked and taught alongside of them, and
watched the joy they experienced with every new skill learned, every new ability to communicate, every
successful shot given or tooth pulled. I heard many heartfelt expressions throughout the week of their
individual desires to become a doctor, a nurse, or a dentist. They wanted to serve like this in the future.
God let me serve in the company of other healthcare professionals who no matter how primitive the
situation, how long the clinic day, how many patients were seen, listened to each person’s story, and
then, lovingly extended the Hands of God as described in Matthew 25:40 - “The King will answer and say
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to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of
them, you did it to Me.’”
And so, I want to humbly thank everyone involved who supports and maintains the AMOR Project in
Peru. The needs of the people served are intense and the joy of serving is beyond amazing. Thank you
and may God continue to richly Bless each of you as well as this project.

My ‘Perufect’ experience
By Cullen Black (student volunteer)
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Peru was my first actual mission trip and it definitely won't be the last! Not only was I able to come to an
area that has drastic needs in many general aspects of life, but also the trip specifically focused on the
medical needs of those whom we were serving. Before coming, although I knew I would be helping the
needy, I never really considered the spiritual blessings I would be able to give and receive.
A couple of things that really stood out to me during the week I was there. On the third day, a patient
came in with an abscess on his leg that needed to be drained. I volunteered to incise the abscess with
a scalpel. The procedure went well and it was an amazing opportunity to be involved. But what had the
biggest impact on me was the man's reaction afterwards.
He began to tell us how very thankful he was that we had come to help and that he believed Jesus had
sent us. While thanking us, he began to tear up and that's when it really hit me. These people see us as
a gift from God. They are able to get medical help for potentially life threatening conditions that they do
not have the money to properly treat. Without the students and doctors who volunteered to go on this trip,
many of the patients would be facing much worse health conditions than what they have now. Some
would even face death.
As an individual it might not feel like our efforts have much impact, but as a coordinated group we were
able to not only save people’s lives but also at the same time to represent Christ. In my opinion, our
presence and desire to help affects the people physically and spiritually. And that feeling of not only
saving someone’s life here on earth but also having an impact for eternity on them makes the whole trip
unforgettable.

It was a trip of a lifetime
By Adam Vollberg (student volunteer)
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The week I spent with AMOR Projects
has been one of my most incredible
adventures. When I first heard of this trip
from my friend, Krista Bonney, I asked
her to sign me up immediately.
AMOR Projects allowed me to see what
medical work actually was like, to see
its stresses and also experience the
rewards one could achieve in helping
others. I learned so much from the
wonderful doctors on this trip, not only
how to help with patients’ physical
needs, but also underlying issues and
with spiritual needs as well.
This trip also gave me greater insights
as to what field of medicine I want to
study. I had chances to assist in minor surgeries, to shadow doctors, and to help in pharmacies. One
more valued experience was when I had the chance to aid the local Peruvian doctor who works for
AMOR, Dr. Matthews, in removing a cyst from a woman's head.
The fact that I was able to experience so much in these medical clinics and be able to help with
peoples' needs made my experiences at AMOR Projects among my best and most knowledgeable life
experiences.
I thank Dr. Guillermo Gow-Lee, Dr. Matthews, and all the other doctors and nurses who taught us so
much. They made the experience unforgettable and inspired me greatly. God definitely is using them to
help patients and students achieve their dreams. AMOR Projects is the way to go.
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Early fears replaced by a new commitment
By Stacy Sidabutar (student volunteer)

Before traveling to Pucallpa, Peru, conflicting feelings ran through my head. Not only was it my first
mission trip, but also my first time outside the United States. I almost didn’t go, fearing the expense, the
language barrier, and uncertainty about how it would proceed, nearly got the best of me.
However, praise God that I did go. I made new friends, tried new food, practiced my Spanish skills from
high school years, and had new adventures each day. If there were one word to summarize this trip, it
would be service.
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I grew up in an Adventist home so I knew the importance of service. I had participated in service acts
through my church's Pathfinders club and although I had attended public schools, I had volunteered and
joined community service clubs. Throughout college I had dedicated my summers to working with kids
at a summer camp in southern California. I knew the impact of service and why we are called to do it,
yet, despite it all, something still didn't feel or seem right. This is where AMOR Projects came in.
For 10 days I was pushed far outside my comfort zone ... from the housing, the type of cars we rode in, to
the neighborhood where we stayed. Everything forced me to just leave my anxieties to God. Before the
trip, I knew I wanted to be a dentist, I just didn’t know why. Now I do. I found my passion, and at the risk
of it sounding like a cliché, my passion is serving others. It’s true.
During each clinic day, whether I was shadowing the dentist or involved in some other activity, I learned
to quit judging people based on their outward appearances. I constantly reminded myself to look at
people the way Jesus did, and to get to know them, listen to them, and to not treat them indifferently.
This trip not only confirmed my future career, but it also showed me how God can use me. As I continue
my journey to become a dentist, hopefully I’ll never forget the experiences I had here, and I’ll continue to
serve others while reflecting Christ's character.

Ability to help brings big reward to student
By Kassaundra Kirschmann (student volunteer)
Although I expected culture shock on the trip to Peru
with AMOR Projects, I was unprepared for the utter
foreign-ness of everything I saw, heard and tasted.
Feeling completely out of my element, I was worried
about surviving the 10-day mission. On the third clinic
day, however, something happened that jolted me
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out of my discomfort, pulling at my heart in a wave of
compassion for what we saw.
The parents of an 8-year-old boy brought their son
with a hip injury to AMOR's clinic, traveling for at least
four days to get to us. They had looked for help
elsewhere, but had been turned away due to their
financial situation. They had been forced to see their
son suffer for the last seven months, helpless to
obtain treatment. They knew he was in danger of
being permanently handicapped if he did not get help
soon. AMOR Project's clinic represented their only
hope for any kind of a future for him.
After waiting in a long line with all the other patients
seeking treatment, their turn finally came to see the
doctor. I cringed as I saw the boy's injury, which
made it impossible for him to walk or even lift his
leg. Instead of lamenting the long months of waiting
for help, however, they were very thankful for any
treatment.
While at home we are used to getting treatment right
away. This boy had suffered for months. In spite of
limited supplies and time in Peru, we did what we could, and after returning to the U.S., some of the
students raised money to get more advanced medical aid for him. His situation made me realize that in
being there and helping, even a little, made a big difference in the lives of all of the people served. In
Peru we didn’t have the personal comforts of home, but being able to help made it worthwhile.
As the week continued, I felt content knowing that I, a 21-year-old college kid, was making someone's
life easier, or bringing a smile to a child's face. My experience with AMOR Projects in Peru gave me
peace of mind, knowing that I'm in the right field of work and that I love helping people. God brought me
to Peru for a reason — and I thank Him for that.
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Your DONATIONS at Work!
AMOR Projects is able to continue its work
ministering the medical, dental, educational
and spiritual needs to poor villagers in East
Peru only through the generosity of dedicated
private donors and volunteers. We receive no
government or organizational aid. All donations
are tax-deductible and donors receive a receipt
for tax purposes.

Online Donations through PayPal / Credit Card option available at:

www.amorprojects.org/donate
email us at:

info@amorprojects.org

Our Mission Statement:
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To mingle with our brothers and sisters in east Peru. To show sympathy, love, and compassion as we
minister to their medical, dental, educational and spiritual needs, in order to win their confidence and
friendship.
To provide a place where students and missionaries can share an adventure of life changing
experiences through hands-on service to others that will be a catalyst for personal growth, stronger faith,
and deeper relationships with our Creator.
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